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5.07 The Rels of the Rabbl

Mb#ﬂnhﬁnh-ﬂd'ﬂnﬁudﬂ“

broe™ at the RCA Annual Convention, Yune 30, 1970.
Reb Meir Bertin [1880-1949; a relative of the Rav] once told me
that he asked his grandfather Rabbi Yehiel Michal Epstein [1829-
IM].mtu&otofchmuham.whnmtb:mleof
thcnbbi.Henmnmd,todeddeqwtiomof}eﬂhhw[pouk
ahﬂbt].RchdtBuhubd:hemquuﬁonofmymndﬁ-
ther Reb Chaim. He said that for guidance in Jewish law, oac may
pmnd.lmn[nbbinicﬂjudge].ﬂm,:heminrolcofdu
rabbi is to belp the needy, protect the persecuted, defend the wid-
ows, and smainomhulnnword,itis-cuoflovinc-ﬁndnm
[gemilat hasadim].

The truth is thac the acts of Reb Chaim in these arcas were
fantastic. Stories abound about the illegitimate children whom he
adopted, provided for, and sent to heder. You all know how he
belped the Bundist revolutionary on Yom Kippur. He saved his

life.
This was the most important atwribute inscribed on bis tomb-

stone, namely, that he was a master of loving-kindness, a rav ha-
hesed.
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